OUTLINE OF MAJOR PROGRAM POINTS





The following outline summarizes the major points of information presented in the videotape program. The outline can be used to review the program before conducting a classroom session, as well as in preparing to lead a class discussion about the program.





1.  OUR WORK WORLD IS FULL OF CHEMICALS. THEY APPEAR IN MANY FORMS:





	� Cans.


	� Tubes.


	� Cylinders.


	� Boxes.


	� Barrels.


	� Bottles.





2.  MANY OF THESE SUBSTANCES ARE HAZARDOUS.





_ 	- They can range from household cleaners to heavy�duty industrial 	acids.





3.  CORROSIVES ARE AN EXAMPLE OF A PARTICULARLY HAZARDOUS GROUP OF CHEMICALS. 





	� Many corrosives can cause immediate burn damage to the 	skin.


	� Eyes are particularly vulnerable to corrosives.





4.  WATER NEUTRALIZES THE DAMAGING AFFECT OF CHEMICAL BURNS.





		� Emergency safety showers and eye washes use water for this 		purpose.


		� Emergency equipment is generally located near areas where 		corrosives or other hazardous substances are used.





5.  NO MATTER HOW MANY PRECAUTIONS WE TAKE WHEN WE WORK, SOMETIMES THINGS GO WRONG.





	� We need to be prepared to move fast.


		� But first, we need to know what we can do to guard against 		chemical accidents.


	� We need to limit our exposure.





6.  ALL HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES ARE SHIPPED WITH MATERIAL SAFETY DATA 	SHEETS (MSDSs). THEY TELL HOW TO USE THE CHEMICAL SAFELY INCLUDE INFORMATION ON:


		


	- The substance's property.


	- Ingredients in the substance.


	- Hazards associated with the substance.


	- How to handle, store and transport the chemical.


	- What Personal Protective Equipment to use when working with 	the chemical.


	- Whether Safety Showers and Eye Washes should be used (and how 	to use them) if an incident occurs.





	7.  CONTAINER LABELS ARE ALSO IMPORTANT SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT SUBSTANCE'S HAZARDS.





		� Read all labels before using chemicals.


	� They also tell us what to do in spills/shower emergencies.


	� If the label is missing or unreadable, see your supervisor.





8.  YOU SHOULD ALSO STAY UP�TO�DATE ON YOUR FACILITY'S HAZARD


COMMUNICATION PROGRAM. IT:





	� Provides a general set of guidelines for the use of 	chemicals.


	� Can give details on what to do if you have been splashed.





	9.  REMEMBER, WATER IS THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE" IF YOU HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO CORROSIVES OR OTHER HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS.





		� Know the location of all Safety Showers and Eye Washes in your 		area.


	� Be ready to assist others in the event of a splash or spill.


		� Exposure to a hazardous chemical calls for an immediate


		response.





10.  CORROSIVE SPLASH IN THE EYES IS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS.





		� Don't panic.


		� Call for help.


		� Get to an eye wash station immediately.





11.  TO USE THE EYE WASH STATION MOST EFFECTIVELY:


		 


	- Turn the water on.


	� Hold the injured eye open with your fingers.


	� Make sure the eye stays open, and water gets under the 	eyelid.


	� Make sure water doesn't transfer the hazardous substance 	into 	the other eye.


	� Keep your eye under water for at least 15 minutes.


	� See a doctor as soon as possible.





12.  TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE EYE WASHES SHOULD BE ONE�TOUCH ACTIVATED. 





	� They should also produce a soft stream of aerated water.


	� The water supply should last for at least 15 minutes.





13.  MANY SMALL, PORTABLE EYE WASH UNITS DON'T HAVE A 15 MINUTE CAPACITY.





	- Use these units only for a preliminary wash.


	� Find running water elsewhere to complete the 15 minute cycle.





14.  SMALL EYE WASH BOTTLES CANNOT DO AN ADEQUATE JOB OF REMOVING HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS.





	� Use them only for washing dust and minor particles from the 	eye.





15.  HAND�HELD DRENCH HOSES ARE NOT ONE�TOUCH ACTIVATED.





	� They require you to hold the trigger down to maintain the water 	flow.


	� Since both hands are not free, drench hoses are not approved as 	eye washes.





16.  IF A LARGER PART OF YOUR BODY GETS SPLASHED, YOU MAY NEED A SAFETY SHOWER.





	� Don't panic.


	� Call for help.


	� Get to the nearest shower.


	� If there are other people around, let them take charge.





17.  ONCE UNDER THE SHOWER, FOLLOW THESE PROCEDURES:





	� Soak yourself to the skin before removing your clothes.


	� Remove all personal protective equipment.


	� Strip down to at least the underwear (remember shoes and 	socks).





18.  SAFETY SHOWER WATER CAN BE COLD.





	- Treatment for hypothermia may be necessary later. Get to an 	alternate location with warmer water after the 	initial deluge, if 	possible.





	19.  ANY PEOPLE "HELPING” WITH THE SHOWER PROCESS WILL ALSO PROBABLY BE SOAKED.





	� They should shower as well if they were exposed to any of the 	chemical.





20.  MAKE SURE YOU TAKE CARE OF CLOTHING THAT HAS BEEN EXPOSED TO THE HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL.





	� It must be decontaminated before being washed.


	� If the chemical is extremely hazardous, the clothing	may need 	to be disposed of.





�


21.  IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO DEAL WITH WATER THAT ACCUMULATES UNDER THE SHOWER.





	� Use absorbent material to "corral" pooling water.


		� The water many need to ultimately be disposed of hazardous 		waste.





22.  SOME SAFETY SHOWERS HAVE A DRAIN. THIS REQUIRES SPECIAL CONSIDERATION.





	� Know what the water empties into (storage tank or sewer).


		� You may need to alert outside agencies regarding contamination.





23.  SINCE SAFETY SHOWERS AND EYE WASHES ARE "EMERGENCY" EQUIPMENT, THEY NEED TO BE EASILY ACCESSIBLE.





	� Don't store supplies or other materials in their path.


	� Keep access routes free at all times.


	� If you see something in the way, move it yourself, don't wait 	for someone else.





24.  SAFETY SHOWERS AND EYE WASHES MUST BE IN GOOD SHAPE AT ALL


TIMES.





	� Put together a schedule for routine testing.


	� Look for clogged pipes, drains and "heads".





25.  MAKE SCHEDULED INSPECTIONS OF WATER SOURCES TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE POTABLE.





	� Look for an unusual color.


	� Some water can become rusty if sitting too long.


	� Record the results of your testing on a tag (along with the 	date and your initials).


	� See your supervisor immediately if you spot any problems.





26.  REVIEW OF IMPORTANT PROGRAM POINTS:





	� Remember that many chemicals can be hazardous.


	� Know whether a Safety Shower or Eye Wash is required in an


	emergency (read the MSDS if you have a questions).


	� Know the location of Eye Washes and Safety Showers near you.


	� Keep access routes to Safety Showers and Eye Washes clear.


	� Test equipment regularly to make sure it is operating	correctly.


	� Know what to do in a spill or splash emergency.





