DSCP Packaging Guidance for Return/Shipment of Auto-Injectors
Mr Bill Chamberlain, DSCP Pharmaceutical Technical Division, has asked us to pass on the following DSCP guidance.  Several organizations have returned auto injectors to the DSCP pharmaceutical returns goods contractor that were not properly packaged.  Some of these auto injectors discharged and were sticking through the shipping boxes.  Please ensure you follow this latest DSCP guidance on returning auto injectors for disposal. 
September 11, 2003

SUBJECT: Packaging guidance for return/shipment of Auto-injectors (Atropine, 2-Pam Chloride, Diazepam, and Morphine Sulfate).

Purpose:

The purpose of this paper is to provide field activities re-packaging guidance (for return shipment) of auto-injectors.

Problem:

DSCP has received a report from Guaranteed Returns, the DSCP Pharmaceutical Returns contractor, that they are receiving Auto-injectors in activity’s returns good shipments.  The report states that some of the shipments contained auto-injectors that either activated during shipment or were already activated when packed.  In some cases the needles had penetrated the shipping container thus creating a hazard to personnel handling the materiel.

Discussion:

Auto-injectors are not eligible for credit through the Defense Supply Center Philadelphia’s (DSCP) Pharmaceutical Returns Management Program or through other vendors offering similar services.  However, that does not preclude the returning of Auto-injectors for proper waste-disposal through these programs, under the terms of agreement of your contact.

If disposing of Auto-injectors via a Pharmaceutical Returns Management Programs it is imperative that these items be handled in such a matter as to prevent inadvertent activation that may lead to accidental injury to personnel handling the materiel.  

The same precautions applies when repacking and shipping auto-injectors to a central location for proper disposal.

Caution must be used in the repacking of auto-injectors for return shipment.  It is recommended that they not be co-mingled with other medical supplies.  Auto-injectors that have already been activated or are missing the safety cap are to be excluded from these shipments.  It is recommended that auto-injectors that have been activated  or missing the safety cap should be disposed of in a “Sharps Container” or similar device.  Repacking must be to such a degree to protect the auto-injectors from rough handling that may cause them to activate. This can be accomplished by wrapping, cushioning, pack compartmentization, cartonizing, or other means to mitigate shock and vibration to prevent damage during handling and shipment of the materiel.  

DSCP point of contact is Bill Chamberlin, phone DSN 444-2133, commercial (215) 737-2133,  FAX extension is 2884; e-mail is william.chamberlin@dla.mil 

AFMLO point of contact is Mrs. Jan L. Mitchell, phone DSN 343-4170, commercial (301) 619-4170, email is jan.mitchell@ft-detrick.af.mil
