Certification Requirements for Non-Manufactured Wood Packing Material (NMWPM) and Solid Wood Packing Material (SWPM)
In September 2001, we published an article in AFMLL 9-2001 that addressed a new certification requirement for NMWPM used to transport goods to European Union countries. The EU imposed emergency protective measures to prevent the importation of destructive pests such as the pinewood nematode. This requirement applied to non-manufactured wood products such as pallets, boxes, crates, and skids made from coniferous trees such as pine and fir, but excluded wooden dunnage.
On 15 March 2002, The United Nations’ International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) published International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) # 15, Guidelines for Regulating Wood Packaging Material in International Trade. ISPM # 15 Guidelines This standard describes the measures needed to reduce the risk of introduction and/or spread of quarantine pests associated with wood packing materials made of both coniferous and non-coniferous raw wood. Wood packing material must be heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide and then marked with an approved international mark that certifies the wood was treated. This latest guidance includes both soft and hard woods and no longer excludes the wooden dunnage we use with our 463L aircraft pallets.
On 2 February 2004, Air Force Materiel Command/LSO/LOT sent out a new policy on solid wood packing materials to the MAJCOM transportation offices. New SWPM Policy and Logistics News Article. The new policy covers:
The ISPM 15 guidelines and processes needed to certify raw wood as pest-free
Proper marking with an approved pest-free certification stamp
Guidance on procuring raw wood through contracts or purchase card
 Storage of certified and non-certified raw wood
Three year retention of raw wood purchase records
Future audit requirements that begin in FY 04
Mandatory training for personnel who inspect, remediate, and mark SWPM
AFI 24-202, Preservation and Packing, dated 5 September 2003, provides guidance on SWPM. HQ AFMC is currently staffing Change 1 to AFI 24-202 that will incorporate this latest policy on SWPM. Your local Traffic Management Office (TMO) is the base focal point for SWPM and can provide additional guidance on wood packing materials.
The US Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA APHPIS) provides more information at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/swp/ The American Lumber Standard Committee (ALSC) website provides information on heat treatment processes and marking at http://www.alsc.org/WPM_summary_mod.htm. The National Wood Pallet and Container Association (NWPCA) also has information on the fumigation and heat treatment processes and certification marking at their website at http://www.palletcentral.com/ExportTreatment/ExportTreatmentProg.htm.
AFMLO/SGSLX is going to make one bulk purchase for dunnage and have the vendor ship it directly to individual medical logistics accounts. We have asked each MAJCOM Medical Logistics Branch to query their bases to determine the exact number of dunnage pieces needed for each SRAN. By central procurement, we can ensure full compliance with the new SWPM policy as it pertains to dunnage. More details will follow as we work the acquisition.
All other SWPM, such as crates and packing boxes, that will be shipped to OCONUS must also comply with this policy. WRM project officers should inspect all wooden packing material to ensure compliance and replace, if needed.
DSCP General and Industrial already has a Prime Vendor contract established for the purchase of wood products. The contractor is Buie Forest Products, contract number SP0500-03-D-BP01, POC is Mr Ryan Schmidt at 800-468-8225. Visit the DSCP website at http://www.dscp.dla.mil/gi/general/wood.htm for more details
The following websites also offer heat treated/stamped wood products:
http://www.wwpa.org/heattreat.htm
http://www.connerindustries.com/products.html
In some cases, local lumber vendors are more cost effective when transportation is calculated into the total cost. If purchasing locally, please ensure all wood products comply with the new guidelines. (AFMSA/SGSLX, TSgt Susan M. Tow, DSN 343-4172, commercial 301 619-4172, susan.tow@ft-detrick.af.mil) 
